CHAPTEE III.

THE GEEAT ENIGMA1.

IN the last chapter 1 endeavoured to show that the conception of
Brahma is not an empty logical abstraction, as Hegel and his followers
generally suppose ; that it is a metaphysical reality which is the
fundamental basis of all our experience. It is Absolute Thought and
Being. I have also there stated that the neti neti (not so, not so) of
the Indian Vedantin indicates a higher affirmative attitude, which
he took in his quest after the Absolute Being. It is undisputed that
he had passed the initial stage of pure Objectivism, and started,
from the opposite standpoint, to comprehend and explain the Universe
by a single principle, contemplating the finite from the point of view
of the infinite, and recognising his Brahma as a self-determining prin-
ciple manifesting itself in all the determinations of the finite, without
losing its unity with itself. And his refusal to assign any attributes
to that principle was due to his conviction that any attributes winch
man could think of, would fall infinitely short of the exact truth.
He found that it was simply degrading the Supreme Power in the
very process of thus scanning It; the truth being, as Prof. James
puts it, t( super-lucent, super-spleud-QJit, s uper -essential, simper-
sublime super- every thing that can be named".2

We have, unfortunately, no historical data of how the ancient
Indian sages arrived at the results which are found formulated in the
'writings which have reached us. Possibly, as Dr. Roer surmises, "in
the dawn of philosophical thought it is found more easy to give the result
of researches than the researches themselves." But there are abund-
ant grounds for the belief that the Hindu passed through exactly
the same stages of mental development as other nations elsewhere
did, and, probably, in the same order. He looked, first outward
then upward, and then inward.

1 Originally contributed to * East     3 Of, the same idea in Shankar^s Gloss
& West,' for 1904, pp. 869-78, and 993   on Ved. Sutr. II, 1, 14. S.B.E.. Vol. 34
to 998.                                  p. 329.